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By RAY LINCOLN 

Two candidates lor district 
attorney took their eases to 
the Broadmoor improvement 
Association last night, with 
George Reese pledging long- 
time inner city residents a 
reason to stay there and Har- 
ry Connick emphasizing his 
experience as a criminal pros- - 
eentor. 

In addresses to the group at 
3325 Gem Pershing $t. T the 
two men disagreed on wheth- 
er a 60-day limitation can be 
placed .on the lime between 
arraignment and trial in crim- 
inal cases. 

Con nick insisted it can be 
done, saying that in California 
the law requires it Reese 
said everything can't be tried 
within 60 days because there 
are ^oo many cases and not 
enough a s s i s t a n t DAs or 
judges* 

Reese told the Broadmoor 
group, which is involved in 
fighting blockbusting and oth- 
er discriminatory housing 
practices, the Right to the 
suburbs has resulted in part 
from the serious crime prob- 
lem in Orleans Parish. 

“■Most of us were born here, 
and most of us want to stay 
here/ 1 Reese said. “We can 
move, out, or we can fight*'* 

'- He said the key to winning 
Hhe fight is to determine 
which of the 9,000 to 10.000 
cases that come to Criminal 
.District Court each year arc 
worth priority treatment, ff 
elected, Reese said, he wilt 


emphasize cases Involving se- 
rious crimes against persons 
and “upper-class crimes* 1 
such as embezzlement or po- 
litical corruption. 

Going after crime in high 
places will help prevent crime 
in the streets, Reese said, be- 
cause it will reduce “the feel- 
ing of rage at the whole sys- 
tem” on the part of young po- 
t c n t i a 1 law-breakers who 
might otherwise feel justice is ' 
no: administered equal ty to 
ali* 

IN 10$ remarks, Connick 
recounted his experience as a 
defender of indigenes and as a 
federal prosecutor, saying the 
latter position taught him how 
a criminal case should be 
handled. He said Reese “has 
never prosecuted a criminal 
case in his life,” 

Connick said voters should 
be looking for “someone who 
can take charge of the situa- 
tion,” not a man who has to 
learn on the job. 

He said he will create a 
strike force to combat organ- 
ized crime and implement a 
speedy trial program aimed 
at reducing unnecessary de- 
lays and continuances. 

On juvenile crime, Connick 
said instead of waiting for 
youths with long arrest rec- 
ords to commit more offenses, 
he will re-present their cases 
to Juvenile Court and seek to 
have them institutionalized 
a danger to the community. 


DURING SEPARATE ques- 
tioning by members of !he as- 
sociation, die candidates 
agreed on two points: infor- 
mation about the prosecu- 
tion’s evidence and witnesses 
. should be more readily availa- 
ble ‘to defense attorneys, but 
information about the sources 
of campaign contributions 
shouldn’t be available to the 
public. 

1 Connick criticized what he 
called the “cat-and-mouse 
business" m which the D Vs 
office makes it difficult for 
defense attorneys to learn 
what the state's case consists 
of* Reese said that in many 
cases making such informa- 
tion available saves time by 
convincing the attorney his 
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cKs-ni should enter a plea. 

Ree.ve said at RrsL he was 
in favor of revr-mme the' 
mnr.ea of campaign wmlncu- 
jor.'i, bat has since changed, 
hi- c md because edner candi- 
daw.s weren't veiling lo do it 
a i'd because some eoniribu j 
jura have Insisted on remain-; 
ing ^mouymous* 

Said Connick: ‘TH Lake my 
contributions from anybody/ 
Os long as there are no 
s in. n ps ait ache d d : tic s aid he ■ 
will not reveal thy money re-* 
teivci! or spent in the cam- 
palp. 

Incumbent DA Jim Garrison 
and candidate Ross Scaccia 
did not respond to the Broad- 
moor groups in vita! ion ' lo 
speak. 


